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Figurative Language

Figurative language is made up of all the tools that a poet uses 
to create a special effect or feeling.
It includes metaphor, simile, alliteration, personification, 
irony, idioms, hyperbole, and onomatopoeia.

Due 3/27/14
Homework : pgs. 3, 5, 11, 13, 19, 23, 26

Work
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Similes

My love is LIKE a red, red rose.

Definition: Simile is when you compare two 
nouns (person, places, or things) that are 

unlike, with "like" or "as".

http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/dragonsville/simile1.htm
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Metaphors

http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/dragonsville/metaphor1.htm

Definition: Metaphor is when you use two 
nouns and compare or contrast them to one 
another. Unlike simile, you don't use "like" or 

"as" in the comparison.
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You, Turkey!

She got her feathers ruffled the other day.

He is one hen-pecked husband!

Metaphors!



 
 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metaphor 

Meanings    

Name:__________________________________ 

 
Figurative language includes special forms that writers use to help readers make a  
strong connection to their words. A metaphor is one kind of figurative language.  
It makes a direct comparison of two unlike things. You can tell the difference  
between a metaphor and a simile because a simile uses the words “like” or “as”, and 
a metaphor does not. Metaphors often use a form of the verb “to be”. The verb can be  
in the past tense (was, were), the present tense (am, is, are), or future tense (will be).  
 
All of the sentences below use metaphors. Explain what each one means. 
 

1. The teeth of the crocodile are little white knives. 
 
___The crocodile’s teeth are very sharp.________________________________.  
 

2.  My life is a dream come true! 
 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

3.  The bird fired a white missile, which exploded on my windshield. 
 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

4.  The crab was a dancing pair of scissors, clicking across the sand. 
 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

5.  Her long hair is an ocean of waves. 
 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

6.  The music of her laughter filled the room. 
 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

7.  A book is a key that unlocks imagination in your mind. 
 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

8.  Her diary was her best friend, guarding her secrets quietly. 
 
_________________________________________________________________. 
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Below are sentences that contain a metaphor or a simile. In the blank provided, identify which is used in each 
sentence by writing metaphor or simile.

1) The sky was the color of the calm Pacific thousands of miles from land. 

2) I am as hungry as a bear recently awakened from hibernation.

3) She was a kite, floating above the confusion around her. 

4) Like a silent thief, the dog crept into the kitchen.

5) My thoughts fluttered from subject to subject like a butterfly visiting 
flowers in a field.

6) The dark, cold and silent room was a tomb.

7)  My noisy sister was like a buzzing fly.

8) Soft and warm, the bed was an inviting oasis.

9) The child’s tears were cold raindrops from a tiny cloud.

10) The sunshine was like a warm blanket on a cold and rainy night. 

Metaphor or Simile?
Which Is It?

Name: ___________________________
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http://www.worsleyschool.net/socialarts/onomato/poeia.html

Onomatopeia?

Onomatopoeia is the use of words that sound like the 
noises they describe.

  E.Q.     What is
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http://www.berghuis.co.nz/abiator/lang/lmc/wp2.htm

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/magickey/adventures/soundmonster_game.shtml
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E.Q.    What is  personification?

PERSONIFICATION

Personification  is a type of figurative language in which poets give 
an animal, object, or idea human qualities, such as the ability to 
hear, feel, talk, and make decisions.

Examples:The camera loves me!  
My computer hates me!
The sunflowers nodded their yellow heads.
The swimming pool invited me to jump in.
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Poems
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ALLITERATION

 E.Q. :  What is alliteration?
E.Q. :Why do authors use alliteration?  

Alliteration is the repetition of the same 
consonant sound at the beginnings of several 

words of a line of poetry or a sentence.

Examples: Peter Piper picked (a) peck (of) pickled peppers.

She sells seashells (by the) sea shore.



17

Examples:
· Angela Abigail Applewhite ate anchovies and artichokes. 
· Bertha Bartholomew blew big, blue bubbles. 
· Clever Clifford Cutter clumisily closed the closet clasps. 
· Dwayne Dwiddle drew a drawing of dreaded Dracula. 
· Elmer Elwood eluded elven elderly elephants. 
· Floyd Flingle flipped flat flapjacks. 
· Greta Gruber grabbed a group of green grapes. 
· Hattie Henderson hated happy healthy hippos. 
· Ida Ivy identified the ivory iris. 
· Julie Jackson juggled the juicy, jiggly jello. 
· Karl Kessler kept the ketchup in the kitchen. 
· Lila Ledbetter lugged a lot of little lemons. 
· Milton Mallard mailed a mangled mango. 
· Norris Newton never needed new noodles. 
· Patsy planter plucked plump, purple, plastic plums. 
· Quinella Quist quite quickly quelled the quarreling quartet. 
· Randy Rathbone wrapped a rather rare red rabbit. 
· Shelly Sherman shivered in a sheer, short, shirt. 
· Trina Tweety tripped two twittering twins under a twiggy tree. 
· Uri Udall usually used his unique, unusual unicycle. 
· Vicky Vinc viewd a very valuable vase. 
· Walter Whipple warily warned the weary warrior. 
· Xerxes Xenon expected to xerox extra x-rays. 
· Yolana Yvonne Yarger yodeled up yonder yesterday. 
· Zigmund Zane zig-zagged through the zany zoo zone. 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/english/games/space_spins/small_no_sound/standard.shtml
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Alliteration
Directions: create your own alliteration by choosing one letter and writing a simple sentence 
of at least 5 words. 
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HYPERBOLE

E.Q. :  What is hyperbole?

Hyperbole is usually a group of words which make an 
exaggeration which is not meant to be taken 
seriously.

Examples:   I could sleep forever.
                    This book weights a ton.

http://www.sd35.bc.ca/lm/archive/div8samplehyperbole.htm
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Examples: 

My teacher is so old…
! “they’ve already nailed the coffin shut.”
! “she gets a seniors discount at the nursing home!”
! “her wrinkles weigh more than she does!”
! “she showed us a yearbook from 1500 B.C.!”
! “she considers Shakespeare to be a ‘new-fangled modern art’!”
! “she personally knew Shakespeare!”
! “she remembers the tragedy when the dinosaurs died!”
! “she’s mentioned in the Old Testament.”
! “she can’t even remember her own name!”
! “she taught cave men to start a fire.”
! “she edited the bible for mistakes!”
! “she claims that she invented the question mark!”
! “we looked up the word ‘ancient’, and there was full definition with her name and a big picture of her.”
! “she knows how to speak cave-man language!”
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Irony
Irony is the technique that uses the unexpected.  When the 
opposite of what is expected is used, it is called ironic.

Common Examples of Irony
Let us analyze some interesting examples of irony from our daily life:
• I posted a video on YouTube about how boring and useless YouTube is.
• The name of Britain’s biggest dog was “Tiny”.
• You laugh at a person who slipped stepping on a banana peel and the next thing you know, 

you slipped too.
• The butter is as soft as a marble piece.
• “Oh great! Now you have broken my new camera.”


